Panoramic ...

Panoramic Plates in Iceland

About 68 years ago the first panoramic plate (geological
marker) in Iceland was put in place by the Iceland Touring
Association. It is located on a hill,Valhisah=8, in Seltjarnarnes,
a town close to Reykjavik. The pioneer who designed it was a
surveyor by the name of Jén ).Vidis. He died in 1975 but his
nephew, Jakob Halfdanarson, picked up the torch and is now
the primary designer of panoramic plates in Iceland. Early on,
he assisted his uncle in designing these plates. He worked with
him on 12 of the 23 plates that J6n des;gned and pOSItIOl‘led
He since has designed 16 of his own.

ccording to Jakob there are
now 72 panoramic plates
remaining in Iceland even
though 76 have been put
in place. The work on each a plate
takes about two years to. ccmplet
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on a bright day, they had
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What does a disc on a good pano- . '
ramic plate look like? Jakob says
that the most common one is divid-
ed into a few concentric circles from
the centre of the disc. The innermost
area contains information about the
plate’s exact location. This includes
latitude, longitude and altitude, as
well as information about its build-
ers. In the next area there are stars
indicating cardinal points and old
Icelandic time intervals. The largest
circle contains topographical names.
At the outside edge there are lines
which start at the pin in the mid-
dle of the disc and point to various
topographical sights. The names of
these sights are either written in a
bow-like manner across the line,

or alongside it. The area outside

the piates'and some plates hay
.been sto%en PIar.es at ngvelirr,

Klofningur in the Dalasysla county.
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e panoramic plate in the town Borgarnes. The
much mare massive than on many other
i - put at the rop of a water container,

On Valhusahzd on Seltjarnames October 15, 1935, [6n Vidis, surveyor, and Bjarni Saemundss.on, tﬁpogmphicaf

plates directed to topographical advisor, working on the very first panoramic plate. It was put in on March |1, 1938 and renovated |995-96.

hdma.' -pomts are indicated both with

Mt. Namafjall by Lake Myvatn has been used since 1900. There
The story of the plate on Mt. was disagreement, even with the
Namafjall is special. The original court ruling, so the plate was never
one was oxidized and worn by replaced.

su]phur steams but _thn Sl B Written by Jénas Gudmundsson based on mate-
one was to replace it, there was a rial from Jakob Hélfdanarson and from an inter-
disagreement about one of the topo-  view with him.

graphical names. The name Hverfell ~ Photos: jakeb Halfdanarson. Photo of Jon Vidis
is the old name but the ru]ing was in  Published with authorization of copyright owners.
favour of the name Hverfjall, which
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Panoramic plates in Iceland, 2004.
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